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MISS LEA'S ITALIAN FURNITURE 

The very elaborate set of Italian furniture which Miss Nina Lea has 
presented to the Pennsylvania Museum is now installed in a room assigned to 
the style and period which it represents. The ground work of the furniture 




Painted and Gilt Furniture. Venice 

Late Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries 

Gift of Miss Nina Lea 
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is of a deep red shade with elaborate gilt gesso moldings and painted panels in 
the taste of the late eighteenth century. It seems evident that all the pieces 
of the very large set were not made at the same time. Some parts bear unmis- 
takable signs of age and probably go back to the period mentioned, while others 
must have been made to match in later tim.es as the need was felt. 




Bedstead. Painted and Gilt. 
Nineteenth Century 
Gift of Miss Nina Lea 



Venice 



Miss Lea purchased the set in Venice. The dealer from whom it was 
acquired stated that it had belonged to the late Marchese Bellisori of Monte 
Vecchio in the province di Padova, who had inherited it from his parents. 
These lived in Venice and among their ancestors counted a Doge. However 
this may be, the set forms a most striking addition to the Museum's collection 
of furniture, and is remarkably handsome. S. Y. S. 



